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CONFIDENTIAL COTONOU 0630 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, FR, NG, DM 

SUBJECT: DAHOMEAN REACTION TO NIGER COUP 

1. THERE HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC REACTION AS YET FROM 
MRGD TO THE NIGERIEN COUP. OFFICIAL NEWS MEDIA HAVE 
CARRIED INTERNATIONAL WIRE SERVICE REPORTS WITHOUT EDI- 
TORIAL COMMENT. EVENT HAS. HOWEVER, ELICITED INTEREST 
AMONG POLITICALLY SOPHISTICATED DAHOMEANS. MANY CYNICAL 
DAHOMEANS ASSUMING FRENCH ENGINEERED COUP BECAUSE OF 
DIFFICULTY THEY WERE HAVING WITH DIORI GOVERNMENT IN 
URANIUM NEGOTIATIONS. 

2. ASSUME MRGD MEMBERS WILL VIEW TAKEOVER BY 
THEIR NIGER TEN COLLEAGUES WITH SYMPATHY. RELATIONS 
BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES UNLIKELY BE DISTURBED, AND MAY 
EVEN BECOME MORE INTIMATE. MANY OLDER DAHOMEAN MILI- 
TARY HAVE CLOSE PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH NIGERIEN 
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COUNTERPARTS WITH WHOM THEY SERVED AS YOUNG SOLDIERS 
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IN FRENCH COLONIAL ARMY UNITS PRIOR TO INDEPENDENCE. 
MCNAMARA 
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